
Superintendent’s Report 

By Michael L. Wood 

 

1. Honor Roll: Honor Roll Forum has been scheduled for Tuesday, September 30, 2014, for 6:30 

pm in the high school auditorium. 

 

2. Foundation Formula Study Panel:  The House and Senate have convened a panel for studying 

the Foundation Formula and I have been chosen to represent the Massachusetts Regional 

School Superintendents’ Association.  Our first meeting is in October.   

 

3. Secretary of Education Visit to MRE:  We had a great visit with the Secretary of Education, 

Matthew Malone on Friday.  Cathy Thier was able to join us along with Representative Harold 

Naughton.  We visited many classrooms and Secretary Malone posed for pictures with Mrs. 

Braceland’s fourth grade class.  He was genuinely impressed with the accomplishments of the 

staff and students.  He was very interested in the history of Mary Rowlandson since he is a 

former history teacher.  

 

4. Open House:  The open houses have occurred at all of our schools.  Many parents were in 

attendance and enjoyed the presentations by educators.  These are great ways to begin the 

relationship among educators, parents, and students. (Kindergarten is next week for The Center 

School.) 

 

5. Fire Safety:  All of the schools have experienced a fire drill to learn the procedures.  They are all 

conducted by local fire personnel.  It’s extremely important to have these drills and for children 

and adults to learn where to go when there is an emergency.   

 

6. Screening, Brief Intervention and Treatment (SBIRT):  SBIRT training was in the planning 

stages last year and several of our staff have already been trained to conduct brief screening of 

students with possible substance abuse concerns.  We are expanding the training to more staff 

on October 31st.  This is in response to our data that shows a growing number of students know 

someone who mentions using drugs in the past month.  It also will help us address staff concerns 

that they don’t have the skills to know who is under the influence.  This will provide us with 

trainers to then train more educators.  

 

7. Health Curriculum Review:  I am convening a group of health educators to continue a dialogue 

of where our health curriculum addresses drug and alcohol awareness, stress that may cause 

use and abuse, and tolerance of differences among one another as adolescents grow and 

develop.  At our meeting will be students from the Gay Straight Alliance (GSA) to share their 

thoughts about intolerance.  

 

8. Substitute Orientation:  We held our annual substitute orientation today.  We had a smaller than 

usual attendance and overall our substitute list is less than usual.  They were an enthusiastic 

group and we look forward to working with them.  

 

9. Concession Stand Opening Ceremony:  The opening ceremony for the new concession stand 

will be at our homecoming game night which is Friday, October 10th.  I heard many comments 

from visitors and home fans alike at Friday’s game.  The Boosters’ Club is doing an amazing job 

outfitting the building and making it an integral part of our fans’ experience.   


